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State of the Union supper tonight at 
6:30 p.m. in S–211. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 2557 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, S. 2557 is at 
the desk and due for a second reading. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the bill by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (S. 2557) to extend the Protect Amer-
ica Act of 2007 until July 1, 2009. 

Mr. REID. I object to any further 
proceedings with respect to this bill at 
this time. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. The bill will 
be placed on the calendar. 

f 

REMEMBERING GORDON B. 
HINCKLEY 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I would say 
very briefly that someone I have got-
ten to know over the last number of 
years died last night at 7 o’clock—the 
leader of the Mormon Church, a man 
who has been instrumental in the tre-
mendous growth of the church. During 
his period of time, the church has 
grown by millions of new people com-
ing into the church. He has been a phe-
nomenal builder, building scores of new 
temples around the world. As we speak, 
there is one new church building being 
built every day, being dedicated every 
day. That is a lot of construction. I was 
told last week that the largest single 
builder of buildings in the United 
States next to the Federal Government 
is the LDS Church, the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, of which 
this good man was the leader. 

He is someone who has done some 
very unique things. He started what is 
called the Perpetual Education Fund. 
About half the members of the church 
are located outside of the United 
States. Millions of members of the 
church are located in Mexico, Central 
and South America. He started what is, 
as I have indicated, called the Per-
petual Education Fund, which is a vol-
untary contribution made from mem-
bers of the church to help these people 
who are coming into the church be edu-
cated. As a result, tens of thousands of 
people are now educated and are now 
church and community leaders around 
the world. 

There is so much more that could be 
said about this good man who was kind 
and gentle and epitomized everything 
that is good in mankind, and certainly 
on a personal basis I will miss him 
greatly. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
am not aware of any problems with re-
gard to the nominee for Secretary of 
Agriculture, and we are running a hot-
line on this side. I anticipate that it 
will be cleared shortly, and that will be 
a confirmation we hopefully can get 
out of the way at some point this after-
noon. 

f 

WORKING OR BLAMING 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, to-
night, in keeping with an old custom, 
the President will speak to Congress 
and the Nation about the state of the 
Union. Every President since George 
Washington has given these periodic 
updates because the Constitution re-
quires them to do so. 

While the Constitution makes no 
similar demands on congressional lead-
ers, there is no doubt that this year the 
American people are demanding some-
thing from us. They are looking for 
proof that Republicans and Democrats 
can come together to get a few things 
done on their behalf. 

Just 1 week into the session, and we 
are faced with a crucial test, two issues 
of vital significance to every American 
citizen: Will we reauthorize a terror- 
fighting tool that we know has made us 
safer, and will we put money back into 
the taxpayers’ hands quickly enough 
for it to have a positive effect on the 
Nation’s economy? It is not an exag-
geration to say that the choices we 
make on these issues will show the 
public whether we are serious about 
protecting them from harm and serious 
about protecting their wallets. So the 
question is this: Will we find a way to 
work together or will we find a way to 
get out of it and then blame the other 
side? 

We got off to a good start. Last 
Thursday, millions of Americans were 
absolutely stunned to turn on their tel-
evision sets and see the Democratic 
Speaker of the House and the House 
Republican leader standing together on 
a stage behind the Treasury Secretary 
from the Bush administration and nod-
ding in agreement about an economic 
growth package they had all worked 
out among themselves. It was the kind 
of scene many people have wondered if 
they would ever see again. 

For the first time in years, the par-
ties have come together in good faith 
and responded swiftly to a pressing na-
tional concern. They sensed that the 
Nation was impatient for action, and 
so they gave up a lot of what they 
wanted in order to find common 
ground. House Republicans made major 
sacrifices. So did House Democrats. 
Now the Nation’s attention turns to us, 
to the Senate, to see if we are capable 
of the same. Here is our moment to 
show that we are. 

A number of Senators have expressed 
a desire to add to this package tens of 
billions of dollars in spending on con-
tentious programs. But we don’t have 

the time for ideological debates. In 
order for this plan to work, Congress 
needs to act and to act at once. 

This is not the package, frankly, that 
I would have put together. In my view, 
the best way to stimulate the economy 
would be to lower marginal rates. But 
neither is it the package my good 
friend, the majority leader, would have 
put together. I gather from his public 
statements he would prefer there be 
more spending on Government pro-
grams. The Speaker and the House Re-
publican leader would also have built a 
package differently if they had written 
it on their own, but they put their dif-
ferences aside because they know we 
will all get nothing if we are not will-
ing to make some serious sacrifices. 

The editorial writers at the Wash-
ington Post urged us Friday not to let 
the perfect be the enemy of the good. 
Low- and middle-income taxpayers cer-
tainly agree. They are tapping their 
fingers wondering if we can do it. 

Americans are also wondering if we 
can agree on something as fundamental 
as our national security, and for good 
reason. We saw some worrisome signs 
last week that some of our friends were 
looking for a way out of what would be 
and could be a good bipartisan achieve-
ment on reauthorizing a terrorist sur-
veillance program. 

They should remember that 3 years 
ago, following the lead of the 9/11 Com-
mission, Congress came together to 
create the Office of the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence, approving the bill 
that established it by a vote of 89 to 2. 
The Director of National Intelligence 
was supposed to be the person who 
would connect the dots, who would 
make sure intelligence gaps were 
closed, who could look across the en-
tire intelligence landscape and tell us 
about our vulnerabilities before terror-
ists discovered them on their own. 

Last year, he did just that. The Di-
rector of National Intelligence came to 
Capitol Hill and asked us to either fix 
the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 
Act that allowed us to monitor foreign 
terrorists overseas or risk weakening 
this vital intelligence-gathering tool. 

Our friends across the aisle put off 
action for months before finally pass-
ing a temporary revision right up 
against the August recess. Then they 
delayed again last fall, pushing us up 
against the expiration of the tem-
porary extension. Now they are delay-
ing again. 

There is only one version of a long- 
term extension that agrees with the 
recommendations of the Director of 
National Intelligence, and that is the 
pending Rockefeller-Bond substitute 
bill. This bill was carefully crafted on a 
strong bipartisan basis and reported 
out of the Intelligence Committee on a 
vote of 13 to 2. It is the only version 
the Director of National Intelligence 
has approved. It is the only version the 
President would sign. Therefore, it is 
the only one that has any chance of be-
coming law before the current exten-
sion expires on Friday of this week. 
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